of the dumb millions against the nationalists. When
this policy failed, the British Officer became the pro-
tector of the agriculturists against the exploiters of
the city.
When the Gandhian movement absorbed the agri-
culturists in the fold of nationalism, this policy was
directed to convert the economically submerged
Scheduled Classes into a politically submerged inde-
pendent group, which, when required, could serve as a
disruptive force. This policy had assumed different
shapes during the last twenty years.
First, the MacDonald Award split the Scheduled
Classes from the bulk of the Hindus, though Gan-
dhijfs fast averted the disruption of Hindu solida-
rity.
Secondly, as in the case of Muslims, a policy had
been adopted of encouraging high-pitched claims on
the part of the Scheduled Classes and creating situa-
tions wherein the rest of the community could come to
be considered as their natural enemies.
Thirdly, even though as a result of elections of
1937 the Congress parties in the legislature had more
Scheduled Class members inside than outside of them,
the leaders outside the Congress only were recognised
officially as the leaders of the community. The na-
tional minded Scheduled Class leaders were made un-
representative of their community for governmental
purposes and thus deprived of their influence over
the community.
Fourthly, whenever on account of weak and,
divided coalition ministries the British Governor was
effectively in power, the Scheduled Class members
126